ÖREBRO DEPARTMENT OF STATE

SUBMITTED ON JUNE 21, 1946

C 46 A 14-2

To Carl Bergh, headborough in the police district of Stora Mellösa:
An article entitled "giant cigar-shaped object spotted in Stora Mellösa" was recently published in the newspaper Aftonbladet. The object in question was described as a rocket, or a wingless aircraft and was apparently equal to a trainer aircraft in terms of size. The sighting was made on Tuesday evening. This “cigar” had hovered at a height of 300-500 meters and was completely soundless. We have not received any report on the phenomenon.
You are required to promptly carry out investigations by questioning individuals who may have acted as observers. We expect to receive the resulting report A.S.A.P.
Örebro, Glanshammar district, May 31, 1946.

/ Chief constable E. Nyberg
The chief constable in the district of Glanshammar has personally ordered me to initiate an inquiry to establish whether or not the observations of an alleged UFO in Stora Mellösa could be discussed.
At 19:30 PM today, the church councils held a meeting in the municipal office. The thirty or so people that chose to attend are from different parts of the municipality. None could provide any information. They’d read about the phenomenon in the local newspaper, nothing more. Thus far I haven't gotten in contact with any observers.
Certified on behalf of the service:

Stora Mellösa, May 31, 1946

/ E. Nyberg



Carl Bergh, headborough.

I have asked the secretary of Örebro Car & Flight Club, civil engineer Nils Bergenstråhle, if any planes belonging to the club had been used in the community of Stora Mellösa during May 21. I received an answer today and it was in the negative.
Örebro, Glanshammar district, June 21, 1946

/ E. Nyberg, chief constable
REPORT

                 Thursday, June 20, 1946
The headborough in the district of Glanshammar has carried out interviews with the persons mentioned below regarding their observations of an unknown flying object. On the 19th of June, 1946, the following people were questioned by senior police officer Helge Holmgren and would state the following:
 District Manager John Sören Edstam, born 5/3 in 1909:
On Tuesday, May 28th, 1946, Edstam drove from Stora Mellösa to Örebro. As he had passed Torsborg and arrived in Knarsta (where the terrain is open) he observed an unidentified flying object, which seemed to be hover 5-600 metres from the surface. The object was silver-grey and resembled a Graunau Baby glider. Indeed, its speed was approximately the same as that of a glider. No motor noise or other sounds were heard. Due to the position of the sun, the object was illuminated from the rear left. Edstam was able to discern that the object had two wings, but couldn't get a clear view of the size or shape of these, due to the partially blinding sunlight.

He immediately stopped his car and would then remain still and gaze upon this flying object for about one minute of time, thereafter continuing his journey. The visibility was clear. The weather was excellent at the time.
Edstam has since many years found great interest in flight and considers himself to be quite knowledgeable in assessing various types of aircrafts. He feels that the object in question certainly must have been a glider.
White-collar worker Bror Ragnar Holmdahl, born 14/5 in 1894:
On Tuesday, May 21, 1946, Bror Ragnar Holmdahl and his family drove from Örebro to their summer place in Stora Mellösa. They had started driving at around 17:45 o’ clock. His wife, Elna Holmdahl, sat in the back seat of the car and their son, Sven Ragnar Holmdahl, was positioned to the right of the driver's seat.
As the car had passed the church of Stora Mellösa and gotten into flat and open terrain, Elna came to observe a peculiar flying object. As per her wish, the car stopped and Bror Ragnar opened its right-hand door. As he was leaning out of the car, he and his fellow passengers were able to observe an object which flew at an angle of approximately 60 degrees, at roughly the same height as their car. The object had come from the East and moved in Westerly direction. Bror Ragnar was unable to determine how high up in the air the object was, but it seemed to hover at a slightly lower height than that of common airliners, which pass through this area on a daily basis. It did not travel as fast as commercial plans.
The length of the object seemed to be about the same as that of a typical sailplane. It was shaped as a zeppelin, or a thick "cigar". The aft was somewhat wider than the fore. Its surface appeared polyhedral. The colour was aluminium grey. It seemed as if the object would wiggle around its longitudinal axis, but then it steadily moved forward in horisontal direction.
The object appeared to lack a propeller, as well as any kind of driving mechanism. Likewise, it had no extensions, hatches, or windows. Verily, this object lacked wings as well as other external equipment.
No smoke trails were left behind. Bror Ragnar initially suspected the object to be jet powered, which might serve to explain why no puffs of smoke could be seen. It had been completely soundless. The weather was beautiful at the time; it was warm and the sky was clear. The unidentified flying object had been almost completely visible. However, Bror Ragnar wished to add that its rear part had been shadowed since the rays of the sun hit the object obliquely from the front right side.
It travelled west by southwest. Bror Ragnar calculated that the object, should it maintain the same course, ultimately would pass the neighborhood of Mosås between Örebro and Kumla.
The object remained in the family's view for about five minutes. It continued on its course and became more and more obscured from view.
The Holmdahl family continued their journey to the East and wouldn’t see the object again. They stayed at their summer place until returning to Örebro at around 10 o'clock in the evening. Since the Holmdahl family hadn't met any local inhabitants during their stay, there was no way of finding out if anyone else had made similar observations.
The next morning - May 22 - Bror Ragnar contacted the newspaper Nerikes Allehanda and shared his experiences. The newspaper published a notice about the sighting during the following day.
Holmdahl drew the attached sketch of the flying object.
Mrs. Elna Greta Sofia Holmdahl, born 20/6, 1896, and the couple's son, Office Student Sven Ragnar Holmdahl, born 29/9, 1928:
They have both confirmed the entirety of Bror Ragnar’s story. They feel that the rough sketches of the mysterious object are accurate. Up to now, none of them had ever seen flying objects of a similar kind.
/ Helge Holmgren, temporary commisioner
